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EXC RATING:

The Basilica Cistern in Istanbul, Turkey, is an ancient underground water reservoir built during the Byzantine era. Constructed in the 6th
century by Emperor Justinian I, this cavernous structure once held up to 80,000 cubic meters of water to supply the city in times of
drought or siege. Its most striking features include its forest of 336 marble columns, some of which were repurposed from earlier
structures. The cistern's atmosphere is enhanced by dim lighting and the sound of dripping water, creating an eerie yet captivating
ambiance. Today, visitors can explore its cool, shadowy depths and marvel at the historical architecture and engineering that have stood
the test of time beneath Istanbul's bustling streets.

BASILICA CISTERN
DESTINATION:  ISTANBUL,TURKEY

CULTURAL ICON MEDUSA HEADS

ARTISTIC ELEMENTS ANCIENT WATER RESERVOIR
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ANCIENT WATER RESERVOIR ARTISTIC DESIGNS

HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE ARCHITECTURAL MARVEL HISTORICAL CONTEXT RESTORATION EFFORTS

INTERIOR VIEW CULTURAL ICON

CUSTOMER REVIEWS AND FEEDBACK

QUALITY OF EXPERIENCE

SAFETY AND RELIABILITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

ALFAZULU OVERVIEW SCORE 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL
RESPONSBILITY

EXCLUSIONS
Personal Expenses

INCLUSIONS
None

DURATION: 1/2 HRS

"ECHOES OF HISTORY: EXPLORING THE BASILICA CISTERN IN TURKEY"

UNESCO RECOGNITION

HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE

DID YOU KNOW?
Two of the column bases in the Basilica Cistern are adorned with
Medusa heads, one placed sideways and the other upside down. It
is unknown why they were placed this way and their exact origins
remain a mystery.
It has served as a filming location for various movies due to its
ancient architecture and dramatic lighting, contributing to its
cultural significance beyond its historical value.
The cistern houses a population of fish, believed to have been
introduced accidentally over time, adding to its unique
atmosphere.

Purchase your tickets in advance online

Maintain a respectful demeanor inside the cistern

Follow any rules regarding photography and behavior

Wear comfortable non-slippery shoes

TIPS

Consider taking a guided tour

use restroom facilities before entering the cistern.

Tips/Gratitudes for the Guides

BOOK NOW

http://www.alfazulutravelandtours.com/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/77ff98f66b.html
https://wa.link/fgsly2
https://instagram.com/alfazulutravel?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.facebook.com/AlfaZuluTravel
https://instagram.com/alfazulutravel?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://www.facebook.com/AlfaZuluTravel
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g293748-d26728400-Reviews-Alfa_Zulu_Travel_and_Tours_Ltd-Dar_es_Salaam_Dar_Es_Salaam_Region.html
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alfa-zulu-travel-ltd/?viewAsMember=true

