HAGIA SOPHIA MOSQUE
DESTINATION: ISTANBUL,TURKEY DURATION: 1/2 HRS
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(@ "SACRED SPLENDOR: THE HAGIA SOPHIA MOSQUE"

The Hagia Sophia Mosque in Istanbul, Turkey, is a historic architectural marvel originally built as a Byzantine cathedral in the 6th century.

It later became a mosque during Ottoman rule and is now a museum. Its grand dome, intricate mosaics, and blend of Christian and Islamic

elements highlight its significance as a symbol of cultural and religious fusion. Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Hagia

Sophia continues to awe visitors with its rich history and stunning architectural features that reflect Istanbul's diverse heritage.
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@ INCLUSIONS

None

(@ EXCLUSIONS

Personal Expenses
Tips/Gratitudes for the Guides

ALFAZULU OVERVIEW SCORE

* * * * * QUALITY OF EXPERIENCE

* * * * SAFETY AND RELIABILITY

* * * * VALUE FOR MONEY

* * * * * CUSTOMER REVIEWS AND FEEDBACK
* * * ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL

RESPONSBILITY

@ TIPS

@ Purchase tickets online in advance to avoid long queues
@ Dress modestly out of respect for the religious significance
@ Remove your shoes before entering the mosque

@ Respect the rules on photography.

@ Take your time to explore both the interior and exterior
of Hagia Sophia

@ visit early in the morning or later in the afternoon.

@ DID YOU KNOW?

e Hagia Sophia's dome was an engineering marvel of its time,
standing as the largest cathedral dome for nearly a thousand years
until the Renaissance. Its innovative design inspired later Byzantine
and Ottoman architecture.

e Originally a Christian cathedral, it was converted into a mosque in
1453 and later became a museum in 1935, reflecting its diverse
cultural history.

e |Islamic calligraphy inside Hagia Sophia blends with Christian
mosaics, showcasing a unique fusion of cultures and religions over

time.
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